Action Research Can Make a Difference in Our Classrooms
Fredricka L. Stoller (Fredricka.Stoller@nau.edu) & William Grabe (William.Grabe@nau.edu)

7-Step Action Research Process’
The action research process is an iterative process, as seen by the dotted lines. Note too that although
the 7-step process is depicted here as a linear sequence, some steps can occur simultaneously.

Step 1

identify an area of interest <”""___""_""_"""""7:\
\ 4

Step 2 ;

Narrow down area of interest to E
a manageable action-research E
topic and pose research X
question(s) E

\ 4 i

Where? Site i

Step 3 Who? Participants RS - = A E

Make an action-research plan How? Data collection procedures ' :
@ {1 How often? : E

How long? {Time frame : d

o

: t
- [optional: modify plan, if needed)] : /?\

Step 4 Collectdata  ----==c--cecaex P > i

Implement action-research plan i
@ Compile and code data E

Step 5 Analyze data E

Draw conclusions Interpret data |

‘& ‘ Reflect on results E

' Generate new practical idea(s) E

Step 6 ; ;
Adopt or adapt, and monitor, [optional: start related or new action-research project] i

new practical idea(s) e

¥

Step 7
Share insights with colleagues

'Adapted from Grabe, W., & Stoller, F. L. (2011). Teaching and researching reading (2™ ed.). New York:
Routledge.
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Select Teacher Resources on Action Research

Allright, D., & Hanks, J. (2009). The developing language learner: An introduction to exploratory
practice. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.

Blazquez, B. A. (2007). Reflection as a necessary condition for action research. English Teaching Forum,
45(1), 26 —34.

Borg, S. (2006). Conditions for teacher research. English Teaching Forum, 44(4), 22-27.

Burns, A. (2010). Doing action research in English language teaching: A guide for practitioners. New
York: Routledge.

Burns, A., & Burton, J. (Eds.). (2008). Language teacher research in Australia and New Zealand.
Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

Edge, J. (Ed.). (2001). Action research. Case studies in TESOL. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

Efrat Efron, S., & Ravid, R. (2013). Action research in education: A practical guide. New York, NY:
Guilford Press.

Eyraud, K., Giles, G., Koenig, S., & Stoller, F. L. (2000). The word wall approach: A means for
promoting L2 vocabulary learning. English Teaching Forum, 38, 2-11.

Farrell, T. S. C. (Ed.). (2006). Language teacher research in Asia. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.
Farrell, T. S. C. (2007). Reflective language teaching: From research to practice. London: Contiuum.

Grabe, W., & Stoller, F. L. (2011). Teaching and researching reading (2™ ed.). New York, NY:
Routledge.

Nunan, D. (2002). Learner strategy training in the classroom: An action research study. In J. C. Richards
& W. A. Renandya (Eds.), Methodology in language teaching: An anthology of current practice (pp.
133-143). New York: Cambridge University Press.

Richards, J. C., & Farrell, T. S. C. (2005). Professional development for language teachers: Strategies for
teacher learning. NY: Cambridge University Press.

Taylor, E. (2002). Research in your own classroom. In J. C. Richards & W. A. Renandya (Eds.),
Methodology in language teaching: An anthology of current practice (pp.397-403). New York:
Cambridge University Press.

On-line Resources Related to Action Research

http://www.nclrc.org/about_teaching/reports_pub/conducting_action_research.pdf
https://www.slideshare.net/Gregwad/action-research
http://www.philseflsupport.com/action_research.htm
http://www.nclrc.org/newsletter/older_issues/0903.pdf
http://www.nuis.ac.jp/~hadley/publication/relcar/action-research.pdf
http://journals.sfu.ca/uwmadison/index.php/networks
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